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I úa$k you for your invitation.to address you on the situåtion in Sy¡ia r¡nder the agenda

item "the eituation in the Middle East".

Thq violent crackdown againrt peaceful protesters and civili¡nr in Syria bas

continued un¡bsted sitrcE I addressed you on 1'8 August I reported then that nore than 2,000

people had been ttiUe¿ and fhousands had been enested and deained as a result of the

Gove¡nmcnt'e reaction. In the foru nonths oince, ths orackdown hæ escalated and tlæ dcath hll
hæ more than doubled. Tens of thousards'l¿ve beeu a¡rested, And mo¡c then 14,000 are

reported ûo be iu dstention. Exact nuuibers are impossible to verífy, dr¡c to lac,k of acssss úo Syria

for ruy Offioe and othpr ibternation¡l obsewers. At'least 12,4A0 people havo sought rcfuge in

neighbouring countuies and þns of thous4nds h¿ve been intetnally d.isplåßed. The protests have

romained largely peacefirl. Hontevu, reportrof armed attãßks by o,pposition forces, inolrrding tlre

roäbd Free Syrian Arny, agaínst'Syrian forces have,inoreased.

Alårming repos ûom tbe clty of Homs over ths weekend show thst fhe Syrian

population coutinr¡ce to live in feu of fiuther vioient repressioû. WhilEt my office has not yet

beeu able to verifr these reports, they are consisûerit with estabtished pattårns. Soldiem, tanks ând

a¡tillery wcre reported spen heading to tho oþ on Friday and Saturda¡ moving into residential

arcas on Sunday. Trcnches havc been dug aror:ntl thu crty and n¡merous chqckpofutts set up

betwesn various neighborhoods, making movements of residentg difficult. IntErnet and electicity

have been cut h some neighborhoods. Snipús are raported to be present. ResidÕnts are afraid to

veirture out of their homes in search of water, gæ rnd food. Fuel and medical supplies remain

scârce. FifrEen peopls were reportedly killed in Homs on Frida¡'another six on Safiuday and

eight on Sunday. RETo¡ts ssy that two children were among those killed on Sunday, one 5-year

old and ons l,8-monfh old, botn killed þ sniper fire.

. Credibls rsports from a variety of sot¡rces reccivetl by my ofñce indioate that the ætal

nrrmber of people kílled since the prctests began earliEr this year now probabþ exceeds å,OOO.

. This number inch¡des oivilians, æ well as defectirg soldicrs and those executed for refrxing to

ahoot civilians, It d.oe¡ not 
fnclu$e 

serviag menbers of the míli@ and other secudty forces a¡d

militiæ, hundred¡ ofwhom have also been killed.

Thib situation is intolerablo. The natr¡rt and gcale of abiues committe¡l by Syrie¡l foroes

since March indicete that crines agninrt Xumantty are likely to have been committed.
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Indepondent, credible and conoborated accounts demonstatp that these abuses have taken place

as part of a widespread and systematìc attapk on civilians. Fu¡&e, ore, the b¡eadth and patterns

of attacks by military and seourity forsss on oivilia¡u and the widespread destn¡ctïon of property

indicate authorizationb¡ or at least knowledgo of, the Govor¡ment.

Since anti:goverülent protests started secwity forceg and

Shabbtha militÍæ have killçd thowands of peoplp through ìudisøimiætelattacks on peaceful

protests and ñ¡neral prooessions. They have conduoted joint operations ufith a rshoot-to-kill'

policy. SEveral defectors ûom military and seourity foroes have said fu tUüt,received orders to

shoot unarrred protesters without warning. Snipers on rboftops are to h¿ve targeted

protestors, ambulances, and bystanders who were tyitrg to rescue the wounded and collect the

bodies of demonskators who had beeu killed.

Civilians have borne the bnrnt of the, violenoe, as cities have been blockaded and

curfews imposed. When bloökades have been imposçd, residentq h¿ve uot been ¿ble to obtain

water, food and other bæic neces¡itþs, Miliøry and security foroes have tugeted residential

wafsr tanks and water pipes, whilo sniporsåave targeted people leaving their homes.

Places of eanctuary, suoh as hgsprtats, have boen used æ dEtention and tortme faoifiiies

for wounded. protestors, Ambulances have come under fire, and many of ths injruçd and siok

have been fimed away ftom publio hospitals in sevsral cities. Evidence gathered Índicaæe that

individuals suspected Uy tUe Goverunsnt of opemting makeshifr medical facilities or providiug

medioal care.have beon anested, arrd somÊ of them have been fofi¡rcd.

\etiabte information indicatEs that Syrian Security forses have arbitrarily arrested and

det¡ined thousands of people. Some have been iuvoluntarily and forcibly disappeared. The

.¡bscnoe of judicial independence and the extensive use of ubifrary and incomrumicado

detention ¡emain of huge eoncera, espeoially whonio*rue and ext{udícÍal killings are knovm to

be taking þlace. White ttre Supreme State Seourity Corxt wæ ¿bolished in April, militåry courts

continue to yiolate the right to a fair tial

C¡edible information gathered by my staff demonstates patterns of rystematie and

witlecpread use of úorture in Íntenogation and d,etention by Security forces. The pewasive

readiness to resort to torfire to instill fear indioates that State officials have condoned it.

lnformation received ftom defectors indicates that they received orders to tortue. Extensive
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reports of sexual violence in placø of dotontion, primuily against men and boys, arc partioularly

distwbing. These include reports of rape.

ð'hildren havo not been spared. State foroes have disregaded childre¡r's rightr wben

åcting to quell drçsent, Killmg of children by beating or shootiag druing demonstations, æ well

'æ thsir torh¡re and ill+reatnent hæ bee,n widesprcad. According to rcliable sourcosÞ mors than

300 children have been kíIled by State forces, including 56 in November. Schools havE been

. used æ detentiori faoilitios, demonsüating uttrå¡ disregæd for ohild¡en'E rights to educ¿iion and

pusonal safety.

I am appalled by thoso grave violations. I am çoncerned that this continued n¡tlless

repression and dçlíberate stining of sect¡rian tensions, ospecially in Homs, ür¿y Eoon plunge

Syria into oivil war. This,Council, h its stat€ment of 3 ^Augwt, moio than four montbs ago,

condemned h¡m¡n rishts violatío4s and use ôf force against civilians by Syrian authorities,.It

called on Syria to comply u'íth its obligations under human rights law. Fou¡ montlu l{er th9

widespread and sysæm*io h¡man Jights violations h¿ve intensifie.d. The Government of ffia
hss mrnifÊstþ þored tho pteâs and ths coademnatíons of thE inærsâtioüål community at all

levels, Ìncluding this Çounoil.

rüorld leadsrs bavo ropeatedly aoknOwtcdged tlr. ,*po*íbítity of Ooveromeuts to

protect theh populations'from criqar against humanity, The Fact-Fincting Mssio4 the

Commíssion of Inquiry on Syria, qnil I myÊelf have all stafed that we believ'e crimEs against

bumanity have been sommiued in Syria. The Government hæ nanifpstly failèd.ûo tulfil its

o,bligation to prcteot its poþulation.

' I wor¡ld like to echo tlie Secretary-Genpral's call for the IJN at all levels, qspocially the

Searuity Counoil, to speak coherently with ons voico. Urgent, effectíve meåsuret in r dollectlvs

and decisÍve mannei must be trken to púotect Syrians. While some iteps have beon takor¡

more needs to be doue to h¿lt this catastrophe. Inænrational and indepenäent monitoring bodios,

inotuding my Office aud the indopendent Cornmission of Inquþ nandated by the Human Rights

Council, must be allowed into Syria, And hpuranitadan acto¡s mwt be guarantced immtdiate,

. unhinderedaçcess.
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The League of .drab Statcs has responded. rosolutely to the events in $yria and its efforts

are welcome, It is imperative th¿t Syria take heEd of these oalls and enð deadly repression of its

' own people. It shoutd allow human rigbts monitors in the couûty anú cooperate with the League

frrlly, We remain rcàdy to provide htiman rigbts monitoring assistarce to the League of,Ar¿b

Ststes íirequested, '

Inaction Uy tfre intornational community will embóHen Synan ar¡tlorities, and ensure

f erpetalora go unpunished.

We can cite so many tragÍc situations where the lack of propor tnvætigatiotr or

accountabillty for grotr aÉrocitie¡ har perpetu¡tçd víolence anú represeion. We cannot afford

to make the same mistake again.

The iutemational communíty must e,nsure that measu¡es rmdertaken effectively protect

the Syrian people and do no firrther tr¡mr.

The Humau Rightr Council hekl ¡ sp.eciel se¡sion on the sihntion in Syria on 2

Decenrber, at whioh it adopûcd resolution S-18/1 whish strongly condennnbd tbe violatious and

appointed a Special Rapporterr on the hrmun rights sifi¡atioi in Syria The Counoil.¿lso

recomurended that the maiu bodies of the UN urgently oonsider the report of the Commission of

Inquiry and take appropriate action The findings of the Cornmission oorrobor¿ted the findings of

rny Faot-Finding Mission on which I repoÍed tb you in Augttst,

\ilben I addressed you last August, I stressed thaf crimes against hunanity may have been

corn¡nitted in Syna, I encouraged this Council to refer the situation to the l¡ternntional

Criminsl Cour.{. For¡r months lafer, the situårion in Syria has detedoratÊd and goss violations

b¿ve been committed with impunity. The need for intem¿tional criminal accountability hæ

acquircd even gÍeater lrrgency,

It hæ been brought to my attention tlat some members of this Council.would also be

intercstpd in a biiefing Êom me on other dtsturblng dwelopments ir the Middle En¡t. I stand

ready to respond. to the questions tb¿t members nighf h¿ve under this item. I look forwæd to a

ftr¡itful discussion.


