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Foreign Policy  May/June 2006 Issue
On Newsstands Tuesday, May 2, 2006
Thomas Friedman: “The First Law of Petropolitics”
Why High Oil Prices and Freedom Don’t Mix

Plus, Iran’s shrinking “oil shield,” America’s clueless students, A Google double-take, 
The 2006 Failed States Index, Why it’s time to cut and run in Iraq, How to be a celebrity activist, 
and more…   
It’s the “First Law of Petropolitics”—as the price of oil climbs, the pace of freedom declines—and it is threatening the international system as we know it, says New York Times columnist Thomas L. Friedman in the cover story of the May/June issue of Foreign Policy. 
Using oil money to stifle dissent, buy loyalty, and shun international pressure is nothing new. But today the world is facing a protracted era of high oil prices on a scale that threatens permanent damage to global stability, says Friedman. 

“The unstoppable tide of democratization that followed the fall of the Berlin Wall seems to have met its match in the black tide of petro-authoritarianism,” he says. “Suddenly, regimes such as those in Iran, Nigeria, Russia, and Venezuela are retreating, with elected autocrats in each country using their sudden oil windfalls to ensconce themselves in power.”
But the decline of freedoms is only half of a dangerous paradox, he says. At the same time that petrodollars are emboldening autocratic leaders, dependence on foreign oil is tying the hands of those other countries that would confront them. 

Altering the amounts and types of energy it consumes is the only hope the United States has of having any impact on world oil prices, Friedman argues.

“Thinking about how to alter our energy consumption patterns to bring down the price of oil is no longer simply a hobby for high-minded environmentalists,” he says. “It is now a national security imperative.”



More from “The First Law of Petropolitics”:

“Think about the difference between [Russian President Vladimir] Putin when oil was in the $20—$40 range and now, when it is  $40—$60.” President Bush said after their first meeting in 2001 that he had looked into Putin’s ‘soul’ and saw in there a man he could trust. If Bush looked into Putin’s soul today, it would look very black down there, black as oil.”

“When I watched the popular democracy activists in Lebanon pushing Syrian troops out of their country, I couldn’t help saying to myself: Is it an accident that the Arab world’s first and only real democracy happens not to have a drop of oil?”

“Any American democracy-promotion strategy that does not also include a credible and sustainable strategy for finding alternatives to oil and bringing down the price of crude is utterly meaningless and doomed to fail.”


- More -
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Also in the latest issue of Foreign Policy:

The Oil Shield
Right now, the world can ill afford the slightest disruption in oil supplies—and Iran’s ayatollahs know it. The timetable for nuclear talks is being set not by reactors, uranium, or centrifuges, but by the security only a barrel of oil can provide.  By Christopher Dickey (p. 37)
Cut and Run? You Bet
The former head of the National Security Agency says that pulling out of Iraq is the only chance America still has for setting things right.  By Lt. Gen. William E. Odom (p. 60)
Lost in America
Speak two languages and you’re bilingual. Speak one? You must be American. So goes the old joke. But globalization means that students can no longer remain blissfully unaware. Can Americans open the classroom door, or will today’s youth be unprepared to lead tomorrow’s world?  By Douglas McGray (p. 40)

Think Again: Google
In only eight years, the darling of the Internet has rocketed to fame and fortune. With users in every corner of the globe, Google is the quintessential American success story. But is it really as kind, ubiquitous, and omnipotent as it seems?  By David A. Vise (p. 20)

Prime Numbers: Bound for Success
The book’s obituary has been written time and again. But it turns out that more books are being published than ever before and sales continue to trump those of other media. Despite all the dire predictions, the world still loves a good page-turner.  By Andrew Grabois (p. 26)
FP Memo: Planet Hollywood
The movie industry’s top stars are trying to tackle the world’s problems. But do they know their lines? Here’s how they can make a difference—without making fools of themselves.  By Rob Long (p. 74)
Missing Links: Our Inequality Anxiety
Railing against economic inequality makes for rousing political speeches. But the best way to reduce inequality is to use the tried and true tools for fighting poverty. It’s time for world leaders to drop the theatrics and get back to basics.  By Moisés Naím (p. 96)
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