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2006 Failed States Index
Sudan is the world’s most unstable country; 
Iraq and Afghanistan decline amid on-going violence

Complete report and list of experts for comment at: 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=3420
Iraq and Afghanistan face growing instability, while Sudan’s ongoing humanitarian crisis makes it the world’s most vulnerable country, according to the 2006 Failed States Index, produced by Foreign Policy and the Fund for Peace.

Despite holding successful elections and ratifying new constitutions, both Iraq (4th) and Afghanistan (10th) saw their scores decline in the 2006 edition of the index. Persistent insurgent violence undermined modest gains in the delivery of public services and establishment of political institutions, placing both nations among the 10 most vulnerable in the world. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s (9th) inability to police the tribal areas near the Afghan border helped lead to one of the sharpest declines in overall score of any country on the Index. Fallout from October’s devastating earthquake in Kashmir and simmering ethnic tensions also contributed to the country’s descent.

The recent violent clashes in Nepal reflect that country’s ranking as the 20th most vulnerable nation. The King’s dissolution of the government in February 2005 and subsequent crackdown on the media and civil society precipitated the current crises in the Himalayan kingdom. 
Sudan, with its continuing crisis in Darfur, ranks first, followed by the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Ivory Coast. Africa remained the most unstable region overall, with 6 of the top 10 and 11 of the top 20 most vulnerable states in the world. 
But the report cautions against regional generalizations noting that leadership—not location—matters most. Zimbabwe’s score tumbled 12 percent whereas neighboring South Africa maintained its strong showing. And Nigeria continued to unravel, as nearby Ghana remained one of the most promising countries in West Africa.
The 2006 Failed States Index ranks 148 states according to 12 social, economic, political, and military indicators based on data from more than 11,000 publicly available sources. A listing of the 60 most vulnerable countries is featured in the May/June 2006 issue of Foreign Policy. For a complete ranking of all 148 countries, methodology, data sets, and frequently asked questions, visit www.ForeignPolicy.com and www.FundforPeace.org 


Top 20 Most At-Risk States

	1.   Sudan
	6.  Chad
	11. Guinea
	16. Yemen

	2.   Dem. Rep. of the Congo
	6.  Somalia
	11. Liberia
	16. Sierra Leone

	3.   Ivory Coast
	8.  Haiti
	13. Central African Republic
	18. Burma

	4.   Iraq
	9.  Pakistan 
	14. North Korea
	19. Bangladesh

	5.   Zimbabwe
	10. Afghanistan
	15. Burundi
	20. Nepal
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About the Fund for Peace

The Fund for Peace is one of the world’s leading institutions developing creative strategies to prevent and resolve conflict. An independent research and educational organization, it has spent the past 10 years pioneering new tools for decision makers. FfP’s focus is on developing early warning and performance measures; promoting transparency and accountability among governments, the private sector, and nonstate actors; limiting weapons proliferation; and protecting civilians caught in conflict.  

About Foreign Policy
Founded in 1970, Foreign Policy is the premier, award-winning magazine of global politics, economics, and ideas. Published by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, www.CarnegieEndowment.org, in Washington, D.C., FP is a 2006 and 2005 nominee and 2003 winner of a National Magazine Award for General Excellence. The magazine’s readers include some of the most influential leaders in business, government, and other professional arenas throughout the United States and more than 160 other countries. In addition to our flagship English-language edition and award-winning Web site, www.ForeignPolicy.com, FP is also published in Arabic, Bulgarian, French, Italian, Korean, Spanish, and Turkish editions. For syndication or reuse permission, please contact Lee Schenk at 202-939-2241 or lschenk@carnegieendowment.org  
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