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The Foreign Policy/Center for American Progress Terrorism Index
Bipartisan Experts Agree that U.S. Is not Winning the War on Terror
A bipartisan group of America’s leading foreign-policy experts say the United States is not winning the war on terror and that the country’s national security apparatus is in disrepair, according to a new study produced by Foreign Policy magazine and the Center for American Progress.

The Foreign Policy/Center for American Progress Terrorism Index—published in the July/August issue of Foreign Policy magazine and available today at www.ForeignPolicy.com and www.AmericanProgress.org—is the first comprehensive attempt to determine the American foreign-policy establishment’s assessment of how the United States is fighting the war on terror.

A bipartisan majority (84 percent) of respondents—which include a former secretary of state, national security advisor, CIA director, and National Security Agency director—say that the United States is not winning the war on terror. 

More than 8 out of 10 believe that another 9/11-scale attack is likely or certain within the next 10 years, with 79 percent saying that such an attack is likely or certain in the next five years.

An even higher number (91 percent) believe that a smaller-scale attack like the July 7, 2005, London bombings could occur in the next 10 years, with more than 50 percent warning that such an attack could happen this year. More than two thirds predict that the next attack on America will come in the form of a suicide bombing.

Despite recent reforms to the country’s intelligence and national security apparatus, the experts were highly critical of the performance of the various federal agencies charged with safeguarding the country.

The Department of Homeland Security received the lowest job performance rating of any federal agency, while more than 50 percent said that the recent creation of the Office of the Director of National Intelligence has made no positive impact in the war on terror. Only the National Security Agency received better than a below-average rating.

The government’s current public diplomacy efforts received the lowest rating of any policy initiative, revealing the experts’ belief that the United States is failing at what 80 percent said was the most critical element to winning the war on terror—the rejection of extremist ideologies worldwide. Nearly 9 out of 10 said that the State Department requires more funding to carry out its mission.

For complete survey results, methodology, list of participants, and experts available for comment, visit www.ForeignPolicy.com and www.AmericanProgress.org. 

- More -
About the Foreign Policy/Center for American Progress Terrorism Index:

The Terrorism Index is based on the results of a survey designed by the Center for American Progress and Foreign Policy. Participants in the survey were selected by Foreign Policy and the Center for American Progress for their expertise in terrorism and U.S. national security. No one currently working in an official U.S. government capacity was invited to participate. 

The nonscientific survey was administered online from March 6 to April 21, 2006. In the survey, respondents were asked to self-identify their ideological bias from choices across a spectrum: very conservative, conservative, somewhat conservative, moderate, somewhat liberal, liberal, and very liberal. Thirty-one people identified themselves as some level of conservative, 40 identified as moderate, and 45 identified as some level of liberal. To ensure balance, the survey was weighted according to ideology to make the number of weighted liberal respondents equal to the number of conservative respondents. Moderate and conservative respondents remained unweighted.
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