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The War over Israel’s Influence
Authors of Controversial Paper on the Israel Lobby
Debate Their Critics for the First Time

Does Israel enjoy undue influence in the United States? Preeminent political scholars Stephen M. Walt and John J. Mearsheimer caused a firestorm when they argued that the Israel lobby holds an unrivaled and detrimental influence over American foreign policy. Now, they face their critics for the first time in the July/August issue of Foreign Policy in an exclusive roundtable featuring:

-- Shlomo Ben-Ami, former foreign minister of Israel
-- Zbigniew Brzezinski, former U.S. national security advisor to President Jimmy Carter
-- Aaron Friedberg, former deputy assistant for national security affairs to Vice President Dick Cheney
-- Dennis Ross, chief U.S. diplomat in charge of Middle East peace under Presidents George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton.

Mearsheimer and Walt reassert their belief that a “loose coalition of individuals and organizations [led by the American-Israel Public Affairs Committee] who openly work to push U.S. foreign policy in a pro-Israel direction” explains America’s disproportionate support for Israel.

They say that influence has prevented the United States from taking a more balanced approach to the Arab-Israeli peace process, was instrumental in the U.S. decision to invade Iraq, and is now preventing a more flexible approach to the current nuclear standoff with Iran.

“[The lobby’s] perspective is not the last word on what is good for Israel or the United States,” Mearsheimer and Walt say. “In fact, their prescriptions might actually be harmful to both countries.”

In response, Shlomo Ben-Ami argues that Mearsheimer and Walt’s focus on the Israel lobby’s influence is “grossly overblown.”

“It did not prevent [President George H.W. Bush] from dragging then Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir to a peace conference in Madrid against his will,” says Ben-Ami. “Nor did ‘the lobby’ prevent [Ronald Reagan] from distancing himself from Israel by officially recognizing the Palestine Liberation Organization. And it did not stop President Bill Clinton from offering unconditional sovereignty to the Palestinians on the Temple Mount, the holiest of Jewish sites.”

Dennis Ross concurs, saying “never in the time that I led the American negotiations on the Middle East process did we take a step because ‘the lobby’ wanted us to… That is not to say that AIPAC and others have no influence. They do. But they don’t distort U.S. policy or undermine American interests.”

Aaron Friedberg adds that less American support for Israel would only embolden Israel’s enemies and the jihadis who wage war on the west.

“Whatever the United States gains in popularity by abandoning a friend, it will lose in the more important international currency of respect,” he argues. “For all their tough-minded ‘realism,’ Mearsheimer and Walt are surprisingly obtuse about the pitfalls of appeasement.”

But Zbigniew Brzezinski says that Mearsheimer and Walt “have rendered a public service by initiating a much-needed public debate.”

Equating an anti-Israel stance with anti-Semitism “is to claim an altogether unique immunity for Israel, untouchable by the kind of criticism that is normally directed at the conduct of states,” he says. “Stifling such debate is in the interest of those who have done well in the absence of it. Hence the outraged reaction from some to Mearsheimer and Walt.”

Also in the latest issue of Foreign Policy:
The Foreign Policy/Center for American Progress Terrorism Index
Is the United States winning the Global War on Terror? Not according to the U.S. foreign-policy establishment. In a groundbreaking new index, more than 100 of America’s top foreign-policy hands see a U.S. national security apparatus that is in disrepair and a government that is failing to protect the public from another attack.  (p. 48)

Quest for the Cure
More than a third of the world’s population doesn’t have access to essential medications. Greedy drug companies, government bureaucracies, and apathy all get in the way. Some brave scientists have had enough of the high costs and red tape. They’re frustrated, they’re mad, and now they’re finding ways to buck the system.  By Erika Check (p. 28)

Think Again: Al Jazeera
Al Jazeera is vilified as a propaganda machine and Osama bin Laden’s mouthpiece. In truth, though, Al Jazeera is as hated in the palaces of Riyadh as it is in the White House. But, as millions of loyal viewers already know, Al Jazeera promotes a level of free speech and dissent rarely seen in the Arab world. With plans to go global, it might just become your network of choice.  By Hugh Miles (p. 20)

Why God is Winning
Religion was supposed to fade away as globalization and freedom spread. Instead, it’s booming around the world, often deciding who gets elected. Democracy is giving people a voice, and more and more, they want to talk about God.  By Timothy Samuel Shah and Monica Duffy Toft (p. 38)

The Secret Genocide
Not far from Darfur, another humanitarian catastrophe is under way. The Ugandan government—once touted as a model for African reform—is systematically destroying a people. So far, the world hasn’t done anything. 
By Olara A. Otunnu (p. 44)

FP Memo: How to Defuse the Bolton Bomb
John Bolton never liked the United Nations. So it’s no surprise that he’s now undermining it. Here’s how U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice can reel him in.  By Barbarra Crossette (p. 68)

Missing Links: Megaplayers Vs. Micropowers
Rising instability is good news for the little guy—and bad news for everyone else.  By Moisés Naím (p. 96)
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