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The Bomb in the Backyard
How Terrorists Could Build a Nuclear Weapon Inside America

Plus, How the Neocons can save themselves, What’s wrong with Latin America’s left turn, 
The world’s leading gun runner,  Why Israel really won the war, The 2006 Globalization Index, and more…
The United States government worries about terrorists acquiring nuclear weapons overseas. But in the November/December issue of Foreign Policy, two preeminent experts show just how easy it would be for them to build one of their own—right on U.S. soil.

In an exclusive cover story, “The Bomb in the Backyard,” nuclear experts Peter Zimmerman and Jeffrey Lewis detail a step-by-step outline of the threat, where a small team of terrorists would likely turn a secluded, middle America farm into a bomb factory. From their “mini Los Alamos,” it would be possible to construct a nuclear weapon using nothing more than materials acquired from the Internet, military surplus, and your average college physics lab.

Using a design that is already widely available online, they could fashion a device that was small enough to be driven without suspicion to any major city in the United States.

Such a “backyard bomb” would not only be possible to build, it would be relatively cheap, says Zimmerman and Lewis. At a price per murder roughly equal to the 2004 Madrid train bombings, the same number of terrorists that it took to kill 3,000 people on 9/11 could kill 100,000. 

“To put it in strictly commercial terms,” Zimmerman and Lewis write, “terrorists would likely find a nuclear attack cost effective.”

The one major obstacle to building the bomb would be acquiring highly enriched uranium. So far, al Qaeda has not displayed the capability for obtaining the right material. But Zimmerman and Lewis warn that no one knows how much highly enriched uranium there is in the world, or how close the wrong groups are to getting it.

“Clearly, groups are attempting to acquire the material necessary to build a bomb…. Just because a nuclear terrorist attack hasn’t happened shouldn’t give us the false comfort of thinking it won’t.”

About the Authors:

Peter D. Zimmerman was previously chief scientist of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee and chief scientist of the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency. He is currently professor of science and security in the Department of War Studies at King’s College London.
Jeffrey G. Lewis is executive director of the Managing the Atom Project at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.
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Also in the latest issue of Foreign Policy:

The FP Memo: How to Save the Neocons
The invasion of Iraq was the neoconservatives’ pet project. It now looks like a colossal mistake. To remain influential, the neocons must admit their mistakes, embrace public diplomacy, and, yes, prepare the case for bombing Iran.  
By Joshua Muravchik (p. 64)
The Merchant of Death
Russian entrepreneur Viktor Bout made his fortune as the world’s most efficient postman, able to deliver any kind of cargo—especially illicit weapons—anywhere in the world. His clients include African warlords, crackpot dictators, and the Pentagon. How did he build his intricate underground network? By exploiting cracks in the anarchy of globalization.  By Douglas Farah and Stephen Braun (p. 52)
The Lost Continent
For decades, Latin America’s weight in the world has been shrinking. It is not an economic powerhouse, a security threat, or a population bomb. Even its tragedies pale in comparison to Africa’s. The region will not rise until it ends its search for magic formulas. It may not make for a good sound bite, but patience is Latin America’s biggest deficit of all.  By Moisés Naím (p. 40)

The Many Lefts of Latin America
From Hugo Chávez in Venezuela to Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva in Brazil, Latin America’s leftists are anything but united.  By Javier Corrales (p. 44)
Think Again: Israel vs. Hezbollah
The recent war between Israel and Hezbollah revealed neither a vulnerable Jewish state nor a Lebanese militia carrying the hopes of the Arab world. In truth, Israel could never have delivered the victory its citizens expected, and Hezbollah has been left weakened and resented. But the conflict just might set the stage for a new world order in the Middle East.  By Nahum Barnea (p. 22)

2006 A.T. Kearney/Foreign Policy Globalization Index
It’s a small world, and globalization is making it smaller, even in the face of conflict and chaos. For the sixth year, Foreign Policy, in collaboration with A.T. Kearney, sorts out globalization’s winners and losers. Find out which countries come out on top and which ones are falling behind. (p. 74)
About Foreign Policy
Founded in 1970, Foreign Policy is the premier, award-winning magazine of global politics, economics, and ideas. Published by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, www.CarnegieEndowment.org, in Washington, D.C., FP is a 2006 and 2005 nominee and 2003 winner of a National Magazine Award for General Excellence. The magazine’s readers include some of the most influential leaders in business, government, and other professional arenas throughout the United States and more than 160 other countries. In addition to our flagship English-language edition and award-winning Web site, www.ForeignPolicy.com, FP is also published in Arabic, Bulgarian, French, Italian, Korean, Spanish, and Turkish editions. For syndication or reuse permission, please contact Randolph Manderstam at (202) 939-2241 or rmanderstam@CarnegieEndowment.org.    
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