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Who Won in Iraq?

The Top 10 People, Nations, and Ideas that Benefited Most from the War


Plus, Why the world isn’t flat; How to topple Kim Jong Il; The best international affairs schools; Why China’s immediate dangers run deeper than you realize; and more…

Iran and the radical Iraqi cleric Moqtada al-Sadr are among those that have benefited most from the Iraq war, according to a diverse range of academics, journalists, and experts writing in the March/April issue of Foreign Policy magazine. 


The special editorial package—featuring 10 essays by Daniel Byman, Bill Emmott, David Frum, Martin Wolf, and others—marks the upcoming four-year anniversary of the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq. The “winners” that they identify range from nations and institutions (Iran, the United Nations), to ideas (the “clash of civilizations”) and economic interests (the price of oil).
In his essay, Naval Postgraduate School professor and Middle East expert Vali Nasr argues that Iran has emerged as the biggest winner of the United States’ war in Iraq. 


“The war turned a large part of Iraq into an Iranian sphere of influence and paved the way for Iranian hegemony in the Persian Gulf,” he writes. “In short, Iraq has strengthened Iran and weakened the United States.”

The biggest domestic beneficiary is al-Sadr, writes former New York Times Baghdad correspondent Dexter Filkins. The Shiite cleric—relatively unknown before the war—is now the most powerful man in Iraq, Filkins says.

“He commands as many allies in the Iraqi Parliament as any political party; and his armed followers permeate Iraq’s security forces and fill the ranks of many of the death squads that terrorize the country’s Sunni minority,” he says. “He seems the person most likely to benefit should Iraq sink further into chaos.”

Who Won in Iraq? 

	1. Iran by Vali Nasr
	6. Arab Dictators by Marina Ottaway

	2. Moqtada al-Sadr by Dexter Filkins
	7. The Price of Oil by Bill Emmott

	3. Al Qaeda by Daniel Byman
	8. The United Nations by Martin Wolf

	4. Samuel Huntington by David Frum
	9. Old Europe by Gianni Riotta

	5. China by Steve Tsang
	10. Israel by Amatzia Baram
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Also in the latest issue of Foreign Policy:

The FP Memo: How to Topple Kim Jong Il
Rather than pounding a fist in Kim Jong Il’s face, America should quietly give North Koreans the tools they need to topple their tyrant. By Andrei Lankov (p. 70)
Think Again: China
It’s often said that China is walking a tightrope: Its economy depends on foreign money, its leadership is set in its ways, and its military expansion threatens the world. But the Middle Kingdom’s immediate dangers run deeper than you realize. By Harry Harding (p. 26)
Why the World Isn’t Flat
Globalization has bound people, countries, and markets closer than ever—or so we’re told. But the data reveal a world that’s just a fraction as integrated as the one we thought we knew. In fact, more than 90 percent of all phone calls, Web traffic, and investment is local. What’s more, even this small level of globalization could still slip away. By Pankaj Ghemawat (p. 54)

Inside the Ivory Tower
In our second exclusive survey, FP takes the pulse of hundreds of America’s top political scientists. Find out which schools are best when it comes to studying international relations. Plus, which president gets the highest grades for his foreign-policy record. By Daniel Maliniak, Amy Oakes, Susan Peterson, and Michael J. Tierney (p. 62)
Prime Numbers: Iraq’s Sticker Shock
The White House estimated that the Iraq war would cost $50 billion. Today, it’s closing in on 10 times that amount. And those are just the costs we know about. By Gordon Adams (p. 34)

Missing Links: Rogue Aid
What’s wrong with the foreign aid programs of China, Venezuela, and Saudi Arabia? They are enormously generous. But they are also harmful to the people they claim to help. By Moisés Naím
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