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On Newsstands Today
Foreign Policy  July/August 2007 Issue
Declassified CIA Memo Reveals 
Iraq War’s Similarities to Vietnam
Also, the 2007 Failed States Index; Why Europe isn’t as perfect as it pretends; 
Are “vulture funds” preying on the world’s poor?; The world’s most expensive tank of gas; and more… 
A 40-year-old cia memo offers eerie parallels to the current situation facing U.S. forces in Iraq, according to an article on newsstands today in the July/August issue of Foreign Policy magazine.

In a “memo” addressed to the current cia director, authors Kurt Campbell and Shawn Brimley substitute the word “Iraq” for “Vietnam” in the text of a declassified 1967 cia memo to illustrate how the war in Vietnam taught the United States everything it ever needed to know about Iraq.
“In considering the Iraq war’s endgame, the U.S. government would be wise to review its own notes,” they advise.
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(Image from “The Endgame in Iraq”; Foreign Policy, July/August 2007. Available now at www.ForeignPolicy.com).
Their minor edits to the document draw out the similar circumstances surrounding the two conflicts and the deep concerns—then and now—for what would follow an American withdraw.

Concerns that:

· The U.S.—acting within the constraints of its traditions and public attitudes—would not be able to militarily crush a guerrilla force that was sufficiently large, dedicated, competent, and well-supported.
(Then: Viet Cong; Now: Insurgents)

· A geopolitical rival would exploit perceived American weakness as a result of a withdrawal.
(Then: Russia; Now: Iran)

· Hostile revolutionaries—emboldened by U.S. withdrawal—would rise up elsewhere.
(Then: Communists; Now: Islamofacists)

· Regional allies would lose faith in American support and protection.
(Then: Southeast Asia; Now: The Middle East)

The original 1967 memo—titled, “Implications of an Unfavorable Outcome in Vietnam”—was written at the request of then cia Director Richard Helms and drafted just months before setbacks forced the American military to shift to a counterinsurgency strategy in Vietnam, a strategy akin to the Bush administration’s recent “surge” plan in Iraq. 

In the case of Vietnam, the war raged on for eight more years.

“In many ways, the shift in strategy came too late to alter the outcome of the Vietnam War,” Campbell and Brimley argue. “Thirty thousand additional American troops were killed in Vietnam before the United States finally withdrew.”

The complete article is available today on newsstands and at www.ForeignPolicy.com. 

Also in the latest issue of Foreign Policy:

2007 Failed States Index
Released earlier this month amids wide public attention, FP’s third annual Failed States Index finds that Iraq has become the second-most-unstable country in the world. Find out which other countries are close to the brink and how far-off failures threaten us all. Produced in partnership by Foreign Policy and the Fund for Peace (p. 54)
Think Again: Europe
Europe likes to pretend it is a kinder, gentler alternative to the United States. But stagnant economies, suffering immigrants, and elitist rhetoric don’t make a global powerhouse. The countries of Europe must either unite behind much-needed reforms, or watch their differences tear them apart. By Clive Crook (p. 22)
The Debt Frenzy
From Argentina to Zambia, investment firms are snatching up the poor world’s debt. To turn a buck, they sure, harass, and otherwise claw their way into making debtor states pay. Poverty activists say these so-called vulture funds are preying on the impoverished. But they’re only doing what the international financial system can’t—holding corrupt and irresponsible regimes to account. By David Bosco (p. 36)

The Ideology of Development
The failed ideologies of the last century have come to an end. But a new one has risen to take their place. It is the ideology of Development—and it promises a solution to all the world’s ills. But like Communism, Fascism, and the others before it, Developmentalism is a dangerous and deadly failure. By William Easterly (p. 30)
Prime Numbers: Pain at the Pump
Drivers grumble about high gasoline prices all over the world. But with oil prices at record highs, many countries are saying goodbye to gasoline subsidies, making a trip to the filling station more expensive than ever. 
By Gerhard Metschies (p. 28)

Missing Links: The Hidden Pandemic
How street crime is quietly becoming a global killer. By Moisés Naím
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