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A World Without Islam?

Former CIA Official Says Removing Islam from History 

Would Not Solve the West’s Problems


Plus, how America can redeem itself to the world; Vladimir Putin’s next move; 

How Europe teaches students to fear capitalism; Why our concept of age is old-fashioned; and more…

Would a world without Islam be a better place, free from holy wars, suicide bombers, or a clash of civilizations? Not so, says former U.S. intelligence official Graham E. Fuller in the January/February Foreign Policy cover story. Remove Islam from history, and the root causes of East-West conflict would remain—and yes, the terrorist attacks of September 11 would probably still have happened.

In his essay, Fuller—a former vice chairman of the cia’s National Intelligence Council—probes the ethnic, historical, and political fault lines of the Middle East and argues that Islam is simply a unifying banner for much deeper grievances with the West.

“A world without Islam would still see most of the enduring bloody rivalries whose wars and tribulations dominate the geopolitical landscape,” Fuller writes. “If it were not religion, all of these groups would have found some other banner under which to express nationalism and the quest for independence.”

Remove Islam from the picture, and the Middle East would still have become the target of a restless and expansive West, Fuller argues. Western incursions—and the resentments they created—would still have occurred. Not even a Christian Middle East would have been spared the Crusades, he says. And the colonial abuses of the 20th century would still have forced the region’s inhabitants to seek nationalist, anticolonial movements to wrest control of their destiny from foreign powers.

The Israeli-Palestinian problem would still smolder as well, Fuller argues. The creation of Israel would still have dislodged 750,000 Arab natives of Palestine. “Would not these Arab Palestinians have fought to protect or regain their land?” he asks.

For the al Qaeda hijackers on 9/11, Islam may have functioned as a magnifying glass in the sun—collecting these widespread, shared common grievances and focusing them into an intense ray. But such an attack was inevitable in a world with or without Islam, says Fuller. The only surprise was that it did not come sooner.

“Is it so hard to imagine then, Arabs—Christian or Muslim—angered at Israel or imperialism’s constant invasions, overthrows, and interventions, employing acts of terrorism and guerrilla warfare?” he asks. Why should we not expect them to carry their struggle into the heart of the West?”

About the author;

Graham E. Fuller is a former vice chairman of the National Intelligence Council at the cia in charge of long-range strategic forecasting. He is currently adjunct professor of history at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver. He is the author of numerous books about the Middle East, including The Future of Political Islam (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003).
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Also in the latest issue of Foreign Policy:

What America Must Do

Anger, resentment, and fear have replaced the respect the world once held for the United States. So, FP asked 12 of the world’s leading thinkers to answer a single question: What one policy or gesture can the next president of the United States make to improve America’s standing in the world? (p. 62)

Think Again: Vladimir Putin

He has been called a despot, a menace, and even a murderer. But Vladimir Putin’s half-baked autocratic regime won’t rule Russia forever. After nearly a decade in power, Putin is more isolated than ever. How long can he continue the charade of phony democracy that has brought him this far? By Lilia Shevtsova (p. 34)

Europe’s Philosophy of Failure

In France and Germany, students are being forced to undergo a dangerous indoctrination. Taught that capitalism, free markets, and entrepreneurship are savage, unhealthy, and immoral, these children are raised on a diet of prejudice and bias. Rooting it out may determine whether Europe’s economies prosper—or continue to be left behind.
By Stefan Theil (p. 54)

New Age Thinking

The aging of the world’s baby boomers threatens to destabilize the global economy and revolutionize electoral politics. Or does it? In fact, our conception of “old” has itself become old-fashioned. By John B. Shoven (p. 82)

Prime Numbers: Beyond City Limits

Half of humanity now lives in cities. And during the next several decades, the world will experience the largest urban migration in history, with hundreds of millions flocking to African and Asian boomtowns. By Richard Burdett (p. 42)

Missing Links: Hungry for America

After seven long years, the world is ready—and waiting—for the return of the United States. By Moisés Naím (p. 112)
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