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The Next Generation of Terror
Leading Terrorism Expert and Former CIA Official Says the Next Generation of Jihadists are Far More Dangerous than Al Qaeda


Plus, the world’s coming financial pandemic; Why the price tag for caring for Iraq’s veterans may cost more than the war; A provocative new survey of the U.S. military; How to fight the new global slave trade; and more …

Meet the 21st-century terrorists—a generation more dangerous and unpredictable than any the world has known. Unlike their predecessors, who were members of organized and identifiable networks such as al Qaeda, this new generation of terrorists consists mostly of self-styled wannabes who have been radicalized by the U.S. invasion of Iraq. They are self-financed and self-trained. They idolize al Qaeda, but have no connection to its leadership. They have no physical headquarters or sanctuary. Instead, they meet up in chatrooms, where they swap ideas and advice, and hone their craft. Their deadly potential has been seen in recent attacks in London, Madrid, and elsewhere.
What makes this next evolution of terrorism so frightening, explains leading terrorism analyst and former CIA case officer Marc Sageman in the March/April 2008 issue of Foreign Policy, “is the ease with which [these] marginalized youths are able to translate their frustrations into acts of terrorism, often on the back of professed solidarity with terrorists halfway around the world whom they have never met.”
“They seek to belong to a movement larger than themselves,” writes Sageman, “and their violent actions and plans are hatched locally, with advice from others on the Web. Their mode of communication also suggests that they will increasingly evade detection. Without links to known terrorists, this new generation is more difficult to discover through traditional intelligence gathering.”
Defeating this new generation of terrorists, Sageman argues, will require new strategies: “The U.S. strategy to counter this terrorist threat continues to be frozen by the horrors of 9/11. … The pursuit of ‘high-value targets’ who were directly involved in the 9/11 operation more than six years ago was an appropriate first step to bring the perpetrators to justice. And the United States has been largely successful in degrading the capability of al Qaeda Central. But this strategy is not only useless against the leaderless jihad; it is precisely what will help the movement flourish.”

Instead, Sageman contends, the battle must be demilitarized and the terrorists who are arrested or killed must not be placed in the limelight. The temptation to hold press conferences to publicize another “major victory” in the war on terror must be resisted, for it only transforms terrorist criminals into jihadist heroes. “The United States underestimates the value of prosecutions,” Sageman advises, “which often can be enormously demoralizing to radical groups. There is no glory in being taken to prison in handcuffs. No jihadi Web sites carry such pictures. Arrested terrorists fade into oblivion; martyrs live on in popular memory.”
About the author:
Marc Sageman is a leading terrorism analyst, a former CIA case officer, and a forensic psychiatrist. He is the author of Leaderless Jihad: Terror Networks in the Twenty-First Century (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008).
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Also in the latest issue of Foreign Policy:

The Coming Financial Pandemic
The U.S. financial crisis cannot be contained. It has already begun to infect other countries, and it will travel farther before it’s done. From sluggish trade to credit crunches, from housing busts to volatile stock markets, this is how the contagion will spread. By Nouriel Roubini (p. 44)

The U.S. Military Index
In an exclusive new index, FP and the Center for a New American Security surveyed more than 3,400 active and retired officers at the highest levels of command about the state of the U.S. military. These seasoned military officers say they see a force stretched dangerously thin and a country ill-prepared for the next fight. (p. 70)

Iraq’s 100-Year Mortgage
Americans will be paying for the war in Iraq for at least the next 50 years, and the price tag for caring for the men and women who are doing the fighting will eventually exceed what it costs to fight the war itself. By Linda J. Bilmes (p. 84)
Will Democracy Make You Happy?
For decades, politicians and political scientists have clung to the notion that free nations bred happy people. Now, though, new research has turned that equation on its head. Happy people make democracies, not the other way around. By Eric Weiner (p. 57)
Think Again: Geneva Conventions
They help protect civilians and soldiers from the atrocities of war. But these rules of battle are falling by the wayside: Terrorists ignore them, and governments increasingly consider them to be quaint and outdated. With every violation, war only gets deadlier for everyone. By Steven R. Ratner (p. 26)
A World Enslaved
There are more slaves on the planet than at any time in human history. True abolition will elude us until we admit the true scope of the problem, attack it in all forms, and empower slaves to help free themselves. By E. Benjamin Skinner (p. 62)
Prime Numbers: The Plastic Revolution
From Mexico to China, consumers are filling their wallets with credit cards. But plastic is as dangerous as it is convenient, and the risks of this trend are mounting faster than people can say, “Charge it.” By Ronald J. Mann (p. 34)
Missing Links: Can the World Afford a Middle Class?
Yes, but it will be awfully expensive. By Moisés Naím (p. 96)
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