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Israel at 60

Six Decades After Its Founding, Israel Is Neither the Vulnerable State 
Its Supporters Claim, Nor as Callous and Repressive as Its Critics Imagine 


Plus, the world’s top 100 public intellectuals; How America is spending billions to counter a disappearing threat; Why Al Qaeda’s ranks are beginning to look a lot like you and me; What Russia wants; Will China fail in Africa?; Why autocrats get the best architects; and more …

Israel is preparing to celebrate is 60th anniversary next month. But six decades after its founding, the state is one of the world’s most contentious nations. Neighbors call for an end to its existence; peace with the Palestinians remains elusive; and its influence overseas is under fire. But the greatest challenges facing Israel might have little to do with such external threats and everything to do with the state of the country’s own democracy, explains author and journalist Gershom Gorenberg in “Think Again: Israel,” found in the May/June 2008 issue of Foreign Policy. Here are some of the modern myths Gorenberg debunks, revealing that Israel is neither as vulnerable as it often wishes to portray itself nor as callous and repressive as its critics contend.

“Israel’s Existence Is in Danger”

Not anymore. When Israel declared independence on May 14, 1948, its Arab neighbors responded by invading. … Today, there is no conventional military threat that remotely compares with the alliance led by Egypt.

“A Nuclear Iran Would Destroy Israel”
No. A common argument is that deterrence won’t work as it did with the Soviets. [But] experience shows that Iranian leaders share the Soviets’ caution. … The threat of mushroom clouds will concentrate their thinking about Israel wonderfully.

“The Israel Lobby Controls U.S. Policy”

Never. Attributing U.S. policy solely to aipac has the advantage of great simplicity. That is also precisely what’s wrong with it.

“Israel Is a Successful Democracy.”
Sort of. Within Israel … democracy functions but is fragile. … With leaders lacking both new ideas and a strong mandate, solving the diplomatic impasse with the Palestinians—the country’s key challenge—is made much more difficult.

 “At 60,” Gorenberg concludes, “Israel is neither a perfect democracy, nor a Jewish ghetto imperiled by Iranian Nazis, nor a puppet master indirectly controlling Washington.”
About the author:

Gershom Gorenberg is the author of The Accidental Empire: Israel and the Birth of the Settlements, 1967-1977 (New York: Times Books, 2006) and a senior correspondent for The American Prospect. His blog is at southjerusalem.com.
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Also in the latest issue of Foreign Policy:

The Top 100 Public Intellectuals

From philosophers and rabble-rousing clerics to novelists and physicists, Foreign Policy and Britain’s Prospect reveal the list of the intellectuals who are shaping our time—and invite readers to vote on those they consider the most influential. (p. 58) Plus, contrarian scribe Christopher Hitchens discusses the plight of the modern public intellectual. (p. 62)
When China Met Africa
China and Africa seemed like a perfect match: an emerging superpower and a continent with many resources but few investors. But now that China has moved into Africa, it’s starting to realize that being a patron doesn’t always mean being popular. By Serge Michel (p. 38)

The Architecture of Autocracy
The world’s most innovative and daring architectural designs are increasingly finding their homes in some of the planet’s least free nations. Why? Because in many autocracies, cash is plentiful, ambition is boundless, and local opposition means nothing at all. By Richard Lacayo (p. 53)

How (Not) to Spot a Terrorist
The U.S. intelligence community continues to rely on a fundamentally flawed profile of what a terrorist looks like. That’s too bad. Because catching al Qaeda’s new generation of killers must start with an understanding that they probably look a lot like you and me. By Malcolm Nance (p. 74)
The Incredible Shrinking Missile Threat
The United States is in the midst of one of the largest military buildups in history. And it is against a threat that is disappearing—fast. By Joseph Cirincione (p. 68)
What Russia Wants
Every Russian president from Gorbachev to Putin has drastically altered his country’s relationship with the world. President Dmitry Medvedev will be no exception. Here are the clues that reveal what Medvedev’s Kremlin really wants. By Ivan Krastev (p. 48)

China’s Virtual Nation
China is about to launch the largest virtual nation in the Internet’s history. But can a country with a notoriously authoritarian attitude toward dissent really prosper inside a technology that encourages it? By Joshua E. Keating (p. 92)
Missing Links: The Coming Euroinvasion

First they came for the iPods. Then the Europeans snatched up condos in Manhattan. Now they’re coming for America’s companies. By Moisés Naím (p. 96)
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