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Rethinking Bush’s Legacy

History Will Be Kinder to George W. Bush than Contemporary Caricatures


Plus, The 2008 Terrorism Index; Kim Jong Il’s former teacher reveals new details of the dictator’s secret past; The deadly world of fake drugs; How economics can defeat corruption; A look at the global garbage crisis; 

and more …
He may be the most unpopular president in modern times. With record-low approval ratings and a presidential contest in which both candidates are promising “change,” George W. Bush has never been more reviled. But, in an article in FOREIGN POLICY’s September/October issue, former White House speechwriter and noted author David Frum explains why history will be kinder to America’s 43rd president than contemporary caricatures. In his piece, “Think Again: Bush’s Legacy,” Frum punctures common criticisms about the Bush years.

“Iraq Is Bush’s Only Foreign-Policy Legacy”
Hardly. The Iraq war will be an important part of Bush’s legacy, but hardly all-defining. After eight years, Bush leaves behind much more than a defeated dictator in Iraq. Closer ties to India, a pragmatic relationship with China, and the pressure he applied to Iran will pay dividends for years to come.
“The Iraq War Has Made America Less Safe”
Prove It. In the two decades leading up to Bush’s presidency, the United States and its allies were struck by a rising number of increasingly ambitious, aggressive, and deadly terrorist attacks. But, following the invasion of Iraq, former state sponsors of terrorism have toed the diplomatic line, and the U.S. homeland has enjoyed near immunity from acts of international terrorism.
“Bush Has Wrecked America’s Alliances”
Wrong. The Western alliance system was in trouble long before Bush. “Many have argued that the Bush administration somehow squandered Europe’s goodwill toward America by going it alone in Iraq,” Frum writes. “It would be far more accurate to say that American unilateralism is a symptom of alliance troubles rather than a cause.”

“Bush Has Pushed Democracy Over All Else”
False. Although the president’s rhetoric on democracy has sometimes soared into the empyrean, his actions have often subordinated democracy promotion to other concerns. His policy toward Libya emphasized disarmament over democratization, and in China, he has emphasized stability and trade over political reform.

“The Next President Will Radically Revise Bush’s Policies”
Unlikely. No doubt, the next president will try hard to distance himself from his predecessor. But whatever change a President McCain or a President Obama brings, much of his policies will still follow Bush’s lead. U.S. troop withdrawal from Iraq will move more slowly than most expect, and pressures on Iran will continue to intensify.
About the author:

David Frum, a former speechwriter and special assistant to President George W. Bush, is a resident fellow at the American Enterprise Institute and author of Comeback: Conservatism That Can Win Again (New York: Doubleday, 2007).

Also in the latest issue of Foreign Policy:

The Secret History of Kim Jong Il

Few people have the chance to watch a shy young man grow into a ruthless dictator—and live to talk about it. But, for one North Korean professor, Kim Jong Il is much more than the man holding his country hostage. He’s a former student. By Kim Hyun Sik (Pg. 44)
The Terrorism Index
Signs of progress in Iraq have left America’s top foreign-policy experts experiencing a rare sensation: optimism. But, according to the fourth Terrorism Index, the U.S. national security establishment is also in sharp disagreement with the presidential candidates—and alarmed that its so-called allies may soon harbor its worst enemies. (Pg. 78)
How Economics Can Defeat Corruption
What’s the dirtiest secret about corruption? Just how little we know about it. Treasuries are plundered and kickbacks are paid, but the scale of the world’s shady transactions remain a mystery. Luckily, a little economic detective work is all that’s needed to expose the smuggling, cheating, and bribing that is hiding in plain sight. By Raymond Fisman and Edward Miguel (Pg. 66)
The Deadly World of Fake Drugs
Whether it’s phony Viagra or knockoff cancer meds, fake drugs kill thousands of people each day, thanks to counterfeiters in China and India who mix chalk, dust, and dirty water into pills sold around the world. With the Internet becoming the world’s dispensary, these poison pills just might be coming to a pharmacy near you. By Roger Bate (Pg. 56)
The Path of Least Resistance
Billions are being spent on disease-fighting drugs in poor countries, but millions of people are still dying. Why? Because what doesn’t kill a virus only makes it stronger. By Rachel Nugent (Pg. 62)
Prime Numbers: Talking Trash
The world throws away more than 2 billion tons of garbage every year. And though recycling rates are at historic highs, trash heaps are piling up in rapidly growing countries like China and India. So, how do we create a solution to the global garbage crisis that isn’t a load of rubbish? By Martin Medina (Pg. 40)
A Brief History of the Next War
How will the current international impasse with Iran play out? A grand bargain? Surgical strikes on military facilities? All-out war? A look at the best options for a looming crisis. By Camille Pecastaing (Pg. 112)
Switch Hitters

Why the world’s most sophisticated hackers are targeting the world’s poorest countries. By Greg Grant (Pg. 123)

Missing Links: The Hypocrisy Audit
Double standards have always been a part of U.S. foreign policy. It’s time to figure out how many should no longer be tolerated. By Moisés Naím (Pg. 128)
About Foreign Policy

Founded in 1970, Foreign Policy is the premier, award-winning magazine of global politics, economics, and ideas. Published by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, CarnegieEndowment.org, in Washington, D.C., FP is a 2007 winner of the National Magazine Award for General Excellence. The magazine’s readers include some of the most influential leaders in business, government, and other professional arenas throughout the United States and more than 160 other countries. In addition to its flagship English-language edition and award-winning Web site, ForeignPolicy.com, FP is also published in Arabic, Bulgarian, French, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Romanian, Russian, and Spanish editions. For syndication or reuse permission, please contact Randolph Manderstam at (202) 939-2241 or rmanderstam@CarnegieEndowment.org.
Media Inquiries / Interview Requests:
Jina Hassan, Media & Public Relations Coordinator / ph: (202) 939-2242 / e-mail: jhassan@CarnegieEndowment.org
Syndication / Reuse Permission:
Randolph Manderstam, Syndication Coordinator / ph: (202) 939-2241 / e-mail: rmanderstam@CarnegieEndowment.org
###
