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Contact:

(FP) Jina Hassan, Media and PR Coordinator / (202) 939-2242 / jhassan@CarnegieEndowment.org
(CAP) John Neurohr, Deputy Press Secretary/ (202) 481-8182/ JNeurohr@americanprogress.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Monday, Aug. 18, 2008; Washington, D.C.

The 2008 Terrorism Index

America’s Foreign-Policy Experts Are More Optimistic About the War on Terror—But Disagree with the Presidential Candidates on Key Issues

Majority Thinks Pakistan Will Become Next al Qaeda Stronghold
** Press call on Tuesday the 19th at 10:30 a.m. to discuss findings—details below **
Complete report and list of experts available for comment at: 
ForeignPolicy.com/terrorismindex
AmericanProgress.org
For the first time since the Terrorism Index’s launch more than two years ago, America’s foreign-policy experts are more positive about the U.S.-led war on terror. Yet most still see a world with considerable dangers, according to a bipartisan survey produced by Foreign Policy magazine and the Center for American Progress.

The fourth Foreign Policy/Center for American Progress Terrorism Index—published in the September/October issue of Foreign Policy and available today at ForeignPolicy.com and AmericanProgress.org—is the only comprehensive effort to determine the American foreign-policy establishment’s assessment of the U.S. government’s fight against terrorism. More than 100 foreign-policy experts, both liberals and conservatives, participated in the survey.

· Fewer experts now say that the world is becoming more dangerous for Americans and the United States, from 91 percent in 2007 to 70 percent this year—a 21-point drop in 12 months. Although still a minority, more experts believe we are winning the war on terror—21 percent of the experts compared with 6 percent last year.

· Experts are more optimistic about Iraq and the surge. Sixty percent of experts now say the surge is promoting U.S. security—up from 17 percent last year. In 2007, 10 percent of experts named the Iraq war as the greatest threat to U.S. security. In May 2008, not a single expert did.
· Experts’ assessments differ from presidential candidates’ on key issues. Although nearly 7 in 10 experts support a drawdown of U.S. troops from Iraq in the next 18 months, Republican Sen. John McCain opposes setting a date for withdrawal, saying that if U.S. forces pull out, “al Qaeda will then win and we’ll see chaos and genocide in the region.” Democratic Sen. Barack Obama, for his part, has continued to criticize the so-called surge of U.S. troops in Iraq, even though almost 90 percent of experts believe it has had a positive effect on Iraq’s security.

· A bipartisan majority (69 percent) says that the United States should redeploy forces from Iraq to Afghanistan and the Persian Gulf. With last year the deadliest on record for Afghanistan since the U.S. invasion in 2001, 80 percent of the experts, including 63 percent of conservatives, report that the United States has focused too much on Iraq and not enough on Afghanistan.

· More than half of the experts name Pakistan as the country most likely to become the next al Qaeda stronghold. That’s up from 35 percent last year. In addition, a large majority (69 percent) of the experts considers Pakistan the country most likely to transfer nuclear technology to terrorists.
· A strong majority (74 percent) believe U.S. energy policy is having a negative impact on U.S. national security. The administration received its lowest grade—a 2.2 out of 10—on U.S. energy policy since the index began in 2006.

For complete survey results, methodology, the list of participants, and experts available for comment, visit ForeignPolicy.com and AmericanProgress.org.

Foreign Policy and the Center for American Progress will host a press conference call on Tuesday, August 19, 2008, at 10:30 a.m. to discuss the fourth Foreign Policy/Center for American Progress Terrorism Index.

WHEN: Tuesday, August 19, at 10:30 a.m.
CALL IN: 1-866-682-6100
ID: Terrorism Index
WHO: 
Carolyn O’Hara, Senior Editor, FOREIGN POLICY magazine
Caroline Wadhams, National Security Senior Policy Analyst, Center for American Progress

Bruce Riedel, Senior Fellow, The Saban Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution

Andrew J. Bacevich, Professor of International Relations and History, Boston University 

About the Foreign Policy/Center for American Progress Terrorism Index

The Terrorism Index is a survey of more than 100 of America’s top foreign-policy experts—including people who have served as national security advisor, director of the CIA, senior White House aides, top Pentagon commanders, seasoned intelligence professionals, and distinguished academics. The index is the only comprehensive, nonpartisan effort to poll the highest echelons of the country’s national security establishment for its assessment of how the United States is fighting the war on terror and addressing other national security issues.
The index is based on the results of a survey designed by the Center for American Progress and Foreign Policy. Participants in the survey were selected by Foreign Policy and the Center for American Progress for their expertise in terrorism and U.S. national security. No one currently working in an official U.S. government capacity was invited to participate.

The nonscientific survey was administered online from April 21 to May 22, 2008. Respondents were asked to self-identify their ideological bias from choices across a spectrum: very conservative, conservative, somewhat conservative, moderate, somewhat liberal, liberal, and very liberal. Thirty-four people identified themselves as some level of conservative, 39 identified as moderate, and 44 as some level of liberal. To ensure balance, the survey was weighted according to ideology to make the number of weighted liberal respondents equal to the number of conservative respondents. Moderate and conservative respondents remained unweighted.
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