United Nations Funding

Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2009 (S. 1963)
Senate Amendment:  Senate Amendment No. 2758 submitted by Senator Coburn to S. 1963.  To transfer funding for United Nations contributions to offset costs of providing assistance to family caregivers of disabled veterans.
Department Position: Oppose amendment.

Talking Points:
UN assessed contributions fund a wide range of UN activities that support high U.S. foreign policy priorities.  Some examples include:
· Facilitating and holding elections in Afghanistan and Iraq (UN Secretariat);

1. Monitoring nuclear programs in North Korea and Iran;  (IAEA) 

1. Funding 17 UN Peacekeeping Operations, including those in Haiti, Liberia, Lebanon, Darfur and the Democratic Republic of Congo;

1. Compiling forecasts of global agricultural production, identifying areas of likely famine and risk of severe hunger, to facilitate emergency food assistance (FAO)

1. Coordinating tsunami and earthquake relief projects in Indonesia and Pakistan (UN Secretariat/OCHA);  

1. Detecting outbreaks of avian flu and H1N1 and other infectious diseases and defending against a world pandemic (WHO, FAO); 

1. Creating and maintaining systems to protect the intellectual property rights of American entrepreneurs (WIPO); 

1. Enabling the delivery of mail around the world (UPU). 

1. Coordinating international aviation safety standards (ICAO)

1. Coordinating global use of electronic communications frequencies to ensure essential global telecommunications function smoothly (ITU)

1. Coordinating efforts by global shipping industry and governments to prevent and respond to acts of piracy on the high seas (IMO)

· Furthermore, the President has stated his commitment to paying U.S. dues to international organizations in full.

· As Ambassador Rice has said, we meet our obligations.  As we call upon others to help reform and strengthen the UN, the United States must do its part—and pay its bills.  Our dues to the United Nations and other international organizations are treaty obligations, and we are committed to working with Congress to pay them in full.

· With the support of Congress, the U.S. has just cleared our arrears which accumulated over the past decade. The full payment of assessed contributions affects the standing and influence that the U.S. has at these organizations.

· Going into arrears undermines U.S. credibility, particularly on matters dealing with budget, finance, and management of IOs, and negatively influences world opinion regarding U.S. respect and appreciation for the role of multilateral organizations that support and advance U.S. foreign policy. Arrears also have a real impact on the organizations, making it more difficult for these organizations to manage cash flows and execute budgets, and thus accomplish their missions. 

